
By Lisa Card 

Highway Two Conservation  

This is the 3rd year H2C has 
put on Pond Days for the 
grade 5 children in our four 
counties. Each year it just 
keeps getting better! This 
year we expanded our 
numbers by inviting three 
additional schools, bringing 
our attendance to over 400 
students. We visited 
Baptiste Lake, Lac La 
Nonne, Thunder Lake and 
Cardiff Park and the 
students were excited to be 
out enjoying the warm 
weather we had. Through 
our sponsors The Dollar Store 
With More and the Alberta 
Conservation Association we 
were able to provide the kids 
with some goodies: a pen 
and notepad to take notes in 
and a bug catcher to take a 
closer look at some insects 
found in riparian areas. 
They were enthusiastic to 
say the least in their bug 
catching! We had a variety 
of stations covering topics 
from search and rescue, native 
vegetation, bats, aquatic 
vertebrates, riparian critters, 
invasive weeds and water 
quality. The children were 
attentive listeners, participated in 
activities with interest and 
asked really insightful 
questions to our presenters. 
Their eagerness to learn 
really inspired us and made 
the days  a lot of fun. Along 
with having awesome 
students we had some really 
great presenters as well. It 
is no small feat organizing 
Pond Days but we cannot 
stress enough the importance of 
educating the future generation 
on riparian health and how it 
impacts our environment. As 
the summer winds down we 
are already thinking about 
ideas for next years’ Pond 
Days and looking forward to 
seeing new young faces 
ready to learn.   

By Sheila Wooten 
Highway Two Conservation  
 
In late July, conditions in the Peace Region 

were making it difficult for the tree planters of 

forestry companies to plant cut blocks.  Forest 

fires and drought led to less than ideal 

planting conditions.  This resulted in over 

500,000 seedlings looking for a home and the 

Carbon Farmer put a call out on the radio. 

What an opportunity for H2C!  Our 

organization can use these seedlings for our 

programming. One of the chief barriers for 

H2C is the cost of seedlings to move forward 

with projects.  

H2C called to express interest and arranged 

with The Carbon Farmer to deliver 100,000 

seedlings to H2C.  We has been fortunate to 

develop relationships with area producers  

and we have several sites housing these 

seedlings until they can be used in projects 

and programming.  

With the support of the County of Barrhead 

Agricultural Service Board, we have been 

successful in planting over 92,000 of these 

seedlings while selling some to cover the cost 

of delivery.  In the spring of 2016, more of 

these seedlings will be available for purchase 

to area ratepayers. 

Thank you to the Card and Schneider families 

for your donations of space to help make this 

donation stretch as far as possible. 
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H2C staff Sheila Wooten and Lisa Card with County of Barrhead 
Agricultural Fieldman Marilyn Flock, ASB Staff Daceia Hosak and 
Nick (?) and COB Problem Wild life officer Chuck Hambling after 
unloading the 317 boxes of seedlings brought to us by the 
Carbon Farmer 

The first 10,000 seedlings planted– only 90,000 more to go.  
Phew!  What a work out!  No need for a gym this year.  Thank 
you to Leonard Card for the donation of the space. 



H2C has been busy in these 

early summer months 

establishing the Westlock 

Community Garden. As it is 

the garden’s first year our 

goal is to get it up and 

running to the point where it is 

a success story, just like the 

Barrhead Community Garden. 

Already it has had some great 

accomplishments under its 

belt. We have rented over 20 

plots which shows that the 

community is very interested 

in this project. Plots were sold 

to organizations like St. 

Mary’s School, Westlock 

Daycare, and Westlock 

Elementary as well as 

individuals in the community.  

The gardeners have been 

vigilant in their weeding and 

watering and their plots are 

coming along nicely 

considering the weather 

conditions have not been 

ideal this year! The biggest 

achievement of this garden 

thus far happened on May 

30th when the WEC was the 

beneficiary of the Telus Day 

of Giving. Telus generously 

donated the time of 15 of their 

employees along with their 

families on a Saturday to  

plant vegetables to be used 

for fundraising and to donate 

to the food bank. We planted 

over 1000 potatoes and seven 

long rows of carrots. Our goal 

is to have the garden be 

financially secured with the 

selling of this produce and we 

can then look ahead to paying 

for the gardens needs such as 

a shed to store tools and 

equipment in.  Telus also 

bought the materials needed 

to build a fence around the 

perimeter of the garden. 

Having a fence in the first year 

of the garden is a huge 

accomplishment and H2C 

would like to extend our 

heartfelt gratitude to Telus for 

all that they have done. We 

would also like to thank Blair  

Kneller from Westlock Home 

Hardware for the donation 

used to plant the St. Mary's 

school, Westlock Daycare, 

and Westlock Elementary 

plots. Mr. Kneller also 

sponsored a Food Bank Plot 

that he planted with potatoes. 

This garden is bringing the 

community together in a 

really inspiring way and we 

hope that in the coming years 

the garden will grow into an 

even larger success.  

One of the plots in the Westlock Community Garden.  This gardener is using bark chips to help conserve water and weed barrier cloth to 

create paths through her plot and reduce the weeding she needs to do. 

The People Behind 
the Program  
By Working Well 
 

Municipalities & Agriculture 
Program Managers-  

The provincial Working Well 
program provides information, 
resources and hands-on 
workshops to Alberta’s private 
well owners. Meet the real 
people who are helping to 
deliver it. Rural municipalities 
have unique challenges when it 
comes to fulfilling the needs of 
their citizens, and Alberta’s 
county governments have 
employees whose job it is to 
develop, implement and administer 
agriculture programs. Leduc County 
and the County of Wetaskiwin 
share a Sustainable Agriculture 
Program Manager who splits 
her time equally between the 
two counties.  

Before Kim Barkwell became a 
Sustainable Agriculture Program 
Manager she spent some time 
working in private industry and 
before that spent 17 years 
running a grow finish hog 
operation while her 
husband worked a fulltime 
job off the farm. Though 
Barkwell has been working 
for the counties less than 
three years, her agricultural 
background has helped her to 
excel in her position and really 
connect with producers as she 
administers programming.  

In her role supporting 
farmers and rural residents 
in the two counties, 
Barkwell has found the 
Working Well program, a 
program designed to 
provide well owners with 
the information and tools 
they need to properly care 
for their wells, to be an 
incredible resource. 
“People in the counties look 
to the agriculture services 
department when they have 
questions about their wells 
and their water supply,” 
Barkwell says. “The 
Working Well workshops 
and resources have helped 
to make us better able to 
answer these kinds of 
questions.”  

The agriculture services 
department schedules 
Working Well workshops at 
least twice per year in each 
of the two counties, and 
Barkwell uses the materials 
from the workshops to help 
her as she assists                    
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Volunteers for “Telus Day of Giving” after planting potatoes, painting compost boxes, 

pounding post, stringing wire and hanging netting.  Itr was a full but rewarding day and 

WCGS is very grateful for the sponsorship received and volunteer time donated! 



The People Behind the 
Program Cont. 
 
producers in developing 
Environmental Farm Plans. 
She has also been able to use 
the information and resources 
in her own life. Even with her 
extensive background in 
primary agriculture, she 
learned some things about 
wells that caused her to make 
changes to the way she 
handles the wells on her own 
multigenerational farm.  
 
“We had an old water well on 
our property that was pumping 
at less than one gallon per 
minute, but we hadn’t 
decommissioned it and just 
kept it in case we needed to 
use it at some point in the 
future,” explains Barkwell. 
“The Working Well workshops 
helped me realize what a 
serious hazard an old well can 
be to the entire aquifer. With 
the grants that are available to 
assist farmers with the costs of 
decommissioning old wells, I 
realized there was really no 
reason not to properly 
decommission the well.”  
 
In her position, Barkwell helps 
connect producers and people 
with environmental interests, 
and this is a good place for a 
person with her background to 
be. She understands the 
challenges producers face and 
with 22 years on the farm 
she’s able to talk to rural 
landowners at their own level. 
The Working Well program 
was designed to educate 
private well owners, but it also 
educates the people who work 
closely with them and better 
education will result in 
improved water well 
management practices and 
safer ground water for all 
Albertans.  
 
Learn how to manage and 
maintain your water well 
 
 Online resources and free 
community-based workshops 
offered by the Working Well 
program provide well owners 
with the information and tools 
they need to properly care for 
their wells. For more 
information, visit the Working 
Well website at:  
 
www.workingwell.ablerta.ca 

Riparian Improvement Program Ramps Up 

about the heavy deforestation 

beaver were having on a 

section of his riparian area.  

Marinus has protected large 

tracks of riparian area along 

the Pembina River and aimed 

to have the section reforested.  

H2C installed 4 ft high wire 

around mature poplar trees 

and painted mature trees with 

a mixture of sand and exterior 

latex paint in an effort to 

lessen the impact the beaver 

were having.  Marinus 

provided the beaver with fresh 

young aspen to curb their 

desire to fell young trees for 

food.  These efforts have met 

with success and the site is 

recovering nicely.  H2C looks 

forward to following this 

project with the Helmus family 

and thanks them for their 

dedication. 

In total, H2C planted 2900 

seedlings in two of the project sites 

early in the spring.  One site had 

plastic mulch applied to the 

planting to decrease the need for 

watering and increase growth 

rates.  and had two additional sites 

slated for planting later in the 

summer.  Due to the unfavourable 

planting conditions, the progress 

on these two sites has been 

delayed until the 2016 season.  

Highway Two Conservation 
would like to thank our 2016 
participants as well as our 
supporters.  Alberta Conservation 
Association and the Land 
Stewardship Centre both awarded 
grants to the Riparian 
Improvement Program totaling 
$21,900.  Without their support, 
the support of  area ratepayers 
and our municipalities, H2C 
would not be able to move 
forward on these worthwhile 
endeavors. 

seedlings immediately 

adjacent to the stream, 

bringing our total for the site 

to 2600 seedlings! The 

planted seedlings are doing 

surprisingly well and more 

planting is slated for the 

2016 season.  Thank you 

Brian, for your dedication to 

Alberta’s Waterways! 

Ryan and Shirley Clearwater of 

Athabasca County want to 

participate in this program to 

bring their operation more in line 

with current environmental 

standards, citing an increased 

focus within the public about 

sustainability.  While they 

both desire to improve the 

riparian areas within their 

property because it will 

improve water quality, they 

also see marketing benefits 

for the farm by making 

these changes. 

Menno Boelman of Westlock 

County is aware of the 

environmental importance of 

riparian areas as the many 

acres surrounding his farm are 

used for recreation by his 

family.  His aim in participating 

is attempting to slow the 

erosion of banks on the 

outside curve of a river. 

H2C assisted in applying 

over 2500 ft of plastic mulch 

and planted 300 seedlings 

in a 3 ac area.  Plans to 

plant native grass seed 

have been delayed until 

2016 due to dry planting 

conditions.  

Marinus Helmus is the 

owner of the Freedom Dairy 

in the County of Barrhead.  

Marinus joined the Riparian 

Improvement Program in 

2014 as he was concerned  

By Sheila Wooten 
Highway Two Conservation 
 

Since 2013, Highway Two 

Conservation has been 

working with area 

producers to establish or 

improve riparian buffer 

zones bordering cultivated 

land next to streams, rivers 

and other bodies of water 

through a program called 

the “Riparian Improvement 

Program”.  Coupled with 

Pond Days, H2C aims to 

increase the knowledge we 

all have of these important 

ecological areas and how 

they improve water quality, 

reduce soil erosion, 

increase water storage and 

provide habitat for our 

native plants and animals. 

During the winter, we made 

contact with three additional 

landowners within our area 

wishing to participate.  Each 

had a very different reason 

for wanting to sign up for 

the Riparian Improvement 

Program.   

Our first landowner 

approached improving his 

riparian area as the right 

thing to do.  Brian Mullen of 

Sturgeon County has a goal 

to create wildlife habitat as 

well as mitigate the effect 

adjacent fields have on the 

water quality of the stream.  

His site totals 35 ac 

adjacent to a stream and 

surrounded by farm fields.  

Brian, his son and H2C 

spent a few days planting 

1600 native seedlings into 

sod.  The decision to plant 

into sod was to mitigate 

weeds.  NAIT Sturgeon 

River Research Project 

then planted 1000  



Sign up for our email updates to get the latest information on what’s coming up! 

For More Information Contact: 
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H2C Summer in 
Pictures. 
 
1. Helmus Riparian 
2. Beaver Mitigation  
3. Mullen Planting 
4. Boelman Plastic 

Mulch Application 
5. Boelman Plastic 

Mulch 
6. Westlock Pond Days 
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Highway Two Conservation 

Sheila: 780-206-7326 

swooten@hwy2conservation.com 

Lisa: 780-674-8069 

Lisa.card@hwy2conservation.com 

Sturgeon County 

 Shock Chlorination– Sept 17 

 Septic Ins and Outs– Oct 29 

 Bats: Friends with Benefits– Oct 22 

 Working Well– Nov 17th 

 Problem Wildlife– Feb TBD 

 Shelterbelt Establishment– Mar TBD 

 Pruning– April TBD 
 

Athabasca County 

 Wetland Policy– Oct TBD 

 Bats: Friends with Benefits- 
Nov 19th 

 Farm Woman’s Day– Feb TBD 

 Composting Deadstock– Nov 
TBD 

 

County of Barrhead 

 Herbs– Sept 10 

 Pickling– Sept 15 

 Community Garden Harvest      
Supper– Nov 19 

 Composting Deadstock– Nov TBD 

 Bats: Friends with Benefits- Nov 26 

 ASB Appreciation Supper– Jan TBD 
 

Westlock County 

 Community Garden Harvest Supper– 
Oct 22 

 Composting Deadstock– Nov TBD 

 Bats: friends with Benefits– Nov 4 

 Shelterbelt Establishment– Mar TBD 

 Pocket Gopher– April TBD 

 Pruning– April TBD 
 

Follow us on Twitter! 

Like Us on Facebook! 

Sign up for our free bi-annual Newsletter and Event Updates by contacting H2C 

1. 2. 

3. 4. 

5. 6. 


